
 

TECHNICAL SCIENTIFIC REPORT 

DEVIL’S CLAW DRY EXTRACT 
(Harpagophytum procumbens DC and/or Harpagophytum Zeyheri Decne) 

 

 

BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION: 

Dried cut root of Harpagophytum procumbens DC and/or Harpagophytum 
Zeyheri Decne. 

Accurate selection and identification of Devil’s claw root and rhizome according 
to current monograph of European Pharmacopoeia “1095: Devil’s claw root”. 

EXTRACT INFORMATION: 

DEVIL’S CLAW DRY EXTRACT is obtained from roots of Harpagophytum procumbens DC and/or 
Harpagophytum zeyheri Decne by aqueous or hydroalcoholic extraction. 

DEVIL’S CLAW EXTRACT is available from Organic crops. 

INCI Name: HARPAGOPHYTUM PROCUMBENS ROOT EXTRACT 
CAS: 84988-65-8 
EINECS: 284-853-6 
ANALYTICAL MARKERS: Iridoid glycosides as Harpagoside 
 

 

 

Select Botanicals Extracts comply with the requirements of any relevant monograph in the European 
Pharmacopoeia and/or European Directives applicable to the end use of the extract. 

Select Botanical, S.L. manufactures Highest Quality Extracts following strictest Quality Management System in 
compliance with the “Good Manufacturing Practices” (GMP) requirements, carrying on the last manufacturing 
steps in classified areas (Clean Rooms). 

PHYTOTHERAPY INDICATIONS: 

 Traditional herbal medicinal product for relief of minor articular pain. (8) 
 Traditional herbal medicinal product used for the relief of mild digestive 

disorders such as bloating and flatulence and where there is loss of 
appetite. (8) 

 Indicated in the symptomatic treatment of painful osteoarthritis and relief 
of low back pain. (1) 

 Indicated in the symptomatic treatment of loss of appetite and dyspepsia. (1) 
 Indicated in the treatment of rheumatic disease, arthrosis, sores, ulcer, boils, and skin lesions. (5,6) 

 Anti-inflammatory (1,3,5,6,7) 

 Analgesic (3,6,7) 

 Antioxidant (7,8) 

Harpagoside 
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ACTIVITIES AND PHARMACOLOGICAL STUDIES: 

 Anti-inflammatory activity: After administration of Devil’s claw extracts anti-inflammatory activity has 
been described. In various animal models of inflammation (carrageenan-induced rat paw oedema, 
adjuvant-induced arthritis) Harpagophytum procumbens shows anti-inflammatory properties when 
administered by intraperitoneal route only. Clinical studies done in the field of osteoarthritis and low back 
pain. (1,7) 

 Analgesic activity: Devil’s Claw Extract exhibited dose-dependent peripheral analgesic effects after 
intraperitoneal administration into mice. Clinical studies done in the field of osteoarthritis and low back 
pain. (1,7) 

 Cardiovascular activity: Methanolic extract of Harpagophytum procumbens exerts hypotensive and 
bradycardic effects in conscious rats. (1,7) 
 

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION: 

Dosage and administration: 

Oral Use: 

Devil’s Claw Dry Extract may be found formulated in 
solid and liquid preparations. 

Recommended dosage and administration for 
traditional use are indicated in the European Union 
herbal monograph on Harpagophytum 
procumebens DC and/or Harpagophytum zeyheri 
DECNE, radix EMA/HMPC/627057/2015. (8) 

Topical use: 

Devil’s Claw Dry Extract may be formulated in 
ointments, creams, and gels, among others as skin 
conditioning. (4,7) 

 

 

Undesirable effects: 
There are no reported toxic effects or intolerance 
phenomenon to normal use doses. 
Mild gastro-intestinal disturbances may occur in 
sensitive individuals especially at higher dosage 
levels (1) 

 

Precautions/Contraindications: 
As a general precaution, patients with gastric or 
duodenal ulcer should not use Devil’s claw root 
preparations. 
Caution should be taken when Devil’s claw is 
administered to patients affected by cardiovascular 
disorders. 
Devil’s Claw Dry Extract should not be used during 
pregnancy and lactation. (8) 
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